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Egypt is one of the most famous 

countries in the world. Although 

it is very dry and sandy, one great 

river runs through Egypt. This 

river is called the Nile. It is filled 

with crocodiles and fish. Most of 

Egypt’s water comes from the Nile. 

Egypt is also famous 

for its pyramids. 

The pyramids were built as tombs for 

famous kings.

The Most Beautiful Woman in the World Ancient Egypt

Why do we think some people are 

beautiful? Do you have to look good to  

be beautiful?

We often hear that Queen Cleopatra was 

one of the most beautiful people ever. Her 

story is amazing and dramatic. It involves 

powerful men and powerful empires of long ago.

Cleopatra lived over 2,000 years ago. She was the 

queen of a country called Egypt in northern Africa.

It is said that Cleopatra 

used her beauty, not just 

her intellect, to maintain 

her power.

A Nile crocodile in 
Egypt

Queen Cleopatra 

The Mediterranean Sea

Image of Cleopatra  
and the pyramids

Ancient Egypt showing the Nile River
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The Queen’s Early Life

In 51 BC, Cleopatra’s father, King 

Ptolemy XII, died. Cleopatra was 18 

years old. As the eldest child, she 

became the queen of Egypt. 

At that time, a queen was not allowed to 

rule alone. She ruled with her younger 

brother Ptolemy XIII. They got married, 

and they shared the throne.

Ptolemy was only ten years old, so 

Cleopatra was more powerful than 

him. This, however, made Ptolemy 

unhappy.

Cleopatra was born into a 

powerful royal family in 69 BC in 

a city called Alexandria. Alexandria 

was a beautiful city with a famous 

library.

Cleopatra lived a very luxurious lifestyle. She had two 

brothers and two sisters. Servants looked after her. She 

had lots of fashionable dresses and rare jewelry. 

From birth, she and other members of her family were 

declared to be gods and goddesses. 

A servant brings  
Cleopatra some food.

A statue of Ptolemy XII, 
Cleopatra’s father

Cleopatra with gold 
jewelry in her hair The Nile river in Egypt today

Cleopatra and Ptolemy on a boat

Ruins of Alexandria

76

Fo
r R

ev
iew

 O
nly



Cleopatra and Julius Caesar

Ptolemy XIII removed Cleopatra 

from power, and she was forced to 

leave Egypt.   

Then an important Roman general called 

Julius Caesar arrived in Egypt with his armies.

Cleopatra wanted to meet Caesar secretly. She hoped 

he would take her side against her brother. So she 

returned to Egypt. She wrapped herself up in a rug, 

and pretended the rug 

was a gift for Caesar. Her 

servant then carried the 

rug into Caesar’s room. 

The rug was unrolled, and 

there was Cleopatra! She 

was very daring!

Cleopatra delighted Julius Caesar. He thought she was 

beautiful, and he fell in love. He chose 

Cleopatra’s side in the fight with Ptolemy. 

During the war, Ptolemy was killed. 

Cleopatra, with Roman military support, 

became the queen of Egypt again. 

She now had a famous and important partner, Julius 

Caesar, who would later rule the Roman Empire!

Image of Cleopatra

Roman soldiers

Julius Caesar

Cleopatra and Caesar first meet. 
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GlossaryComprehension Questions

	 attitude  how you think or feel about something

	 capture  to catch someone and make them your prisoner

	 charming  nice and pleasing

	 civil war  a war between people who live in the same country

	 convince  to make someone believe that something is true

	 daring  brave and willing to take risks 

	 drift  to move slowly or effortlessly in water or air

	 flee  to run away

	 fugitive  a person who is running away or hiding from the police  
  or a dangerous situation

	 heir  a person who will receive a title, money, or property of   
  another when that person dies  

	 immediately  now; without waiting

	 luxurious  very expensive and comfortable

	 negotiate  to bargain or talk about something in order to agree

	 rare  not common

	 realize  to notice or understand something that you did not see  
  before

	 similarity  a way in which two things are the same

1.  Which country was Cleopatra 
the queen of?

 (a) Spain
 (b)  Italy
 (c)  India
 (d)  Egypt

2.  Which river runs through 
Egypt?

 (a)  The Ganges
 (b)  The Murray
 (c)  The Nile
 (d)  The Amazon

3.  How old was Cleopatra when 
she became queen?

 (a)  Eighteen
 (b)  Ten
 (c)  Twenty-one
 (d)  Twelve

4.  How did Cleopatra sneak into 
Julius Caesar’s room?

 (a)   She was dressed as a 
servant.

 (b)    She was rolled up in a rug 
and carried in by a servant.

 (c)  She rode a horse.
 (d)   She was brought by boat.

5.  Who did NOT marry or have a 
romance with Cleopatra?

 (a)  Mark Antony
 (b)  Octavian
 (c)  Julius Caesar
 (d)  Ptolemy XIII

6.  Octavian and Mark Antony 
fought because they both 
wanted…

 (a)  to marry Cleopatra.
  (b)  freedom.
 (c)  to rule the Roman Empire.
 (d)  to control Actium.

7.  How was Cleopatra dressed 
when she met Mark Antony?

 (a)  As a goddess
 (b)  As a queen
 (c)  As a servant
 (d)  As an alligator

8. Cleopatra lived…
 (a)  like a poor woman.
 (b)  quietly in the countryside.
 (c)  in fear of Julius Caesar.
 (d)   in great luxury.

9.  What was the Battle of Actium 
fought with?

 (a)  Bows
 (b)  Ships
 (c)  Tanks
 (d)   Horses

10.  How did Cleopatra probably 
kill herself?

 (a)  With a snake bite
 (b)  With a dagger
 (c)  In the Nile
 (d)  With a sword

Key1. (d)  2. (c)  3. (a)  4. (b)  5. (b)  6. (c)  7. (a)  8. (d)  9. (b)  10. (a)
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