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China, like other countries such as 

India, Iran, and Egypt, has a very long 

history. In its history, it has enjoyed 

great power over centuries. 

While many things about China’s 

culture and traditions remain a 

mystery, its powerful status is 

well-known. So how did this 

happen?

Here is the story of how China 

became powerful.

China has many long traditions based on 

hard-work and self-discipline. Confucius, 

an influential philosopher, taught harmony, 

respecting one’s elders, and the importance 

of family ties.

In the 1950s, the People’s Republic of China put forward the 

Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence: respect for each 

other’s land, mutual non-aggression, no interference in each 

other’s internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit, and 

peaceful coexistence.

Where did these values come from? How 

do they affect modern China?

China the Powerful Traditional Chinese Values 

Co-existence, 
working together

China, the old and the new

Temple of Confucius, Nanjing

Confucius and Laozi

The outline of 
China

Traditional China
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China’s First Emperor

From 206 BC to AD 220. most of 

China’s important ideas emerged. 

China became one of the most brilliant 

civilizations in the world.

The first Han Emperor, Gaozu, changed the political system 

away from powerful families being in control. Instead, officials 

had to pass tests to show their abilities to do their jobs.

Toward the end, the Han Dynasty faced natural disasters 

and popular unrest. By the year 220, China had split into 

three kingdoms. The Shu, Wu, and Wei Kingdoms ruled 

independently until about 280.

The Growth of China—the Han Dynasty 

The Ford T
(1908)

For most of its history, China has not 

been one country. The first person to 

unite China was Emperor Qin Shi Huang 

(259-206 BC).

Qin Shi Huang kept a strong control over 

his people. He banned books and did not 

allow private weapons. High-ranking families were ordered 

to live in the capital, Xianyang, so they could be easily 

controlled. He even built roads 

and waterways so his armies 

could easily get to troublesome 

areas.

Emperor Gaozu

Qin Shi Huang

Bin County Cave near Xianyang

Terracotta warriors at 
Qin Shi Huang’s tomb

Linqing Gate at 
Zhaohua Ancient Town

The famous Longmen 
Grottoes, Wei Dynasty
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About three hundred years after the 

Three Kingdoms period came the golden 

age of China with the Tang Dynasty (618-

907). China, under the Tang Emperors, 

was the most advanced nation in the 

world.

The Tang dynasty’s first emperor, Gaozu (618-626), united 

China for a second time. His wife, Wu, became China’s only 

empress.

However, in the 8th century, China lost 

its western lands and much of Central 

Asia to the Arabs. After a time, China split 

again into various kingdoms.

The Song Dynasty is divided into two time 

periods called the Northern Song (960-1127) 

and the Southern Song (1127-1279). It was 

an advanced time for technology, art, and 

science. 

The biggest threat to China was the 

Mongols. Their first major invasion was in 

1213, and they had captured Zhongdu (present-

day Beijing) in 1214. The Mongols strengthened their power, 

and by 1234, they had conquered all of China.

The Mongol rule of China made many Chinese nervous of 

foreigners. By the Ming Dynasty in the 15th century, foreign 

trade was booming, but China limited the contact with 

foreigners for ordinary people.

In the early 17th century, China was attacked by rebels 

again, this time from the north. The Manchu people who 

lived north of the Great Wall dealt with the rebels. From this, 

the Qing Dynasty was formed.

The Tang and Song Dynasties The Mongols 

Manchu dress The Mongol Empire

Tang Emperor 
Xuanzong (712-756)

Genghis Khan, the 
Mongol leader

Jinming Lake, Kaifeng, 
the Song Dynasty capital

The Great Wall of China
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Comprehension Questions

1.  To many people, China…
 (a)   has a long history.
   (b)  has great power.
   (c)  is a mystery.
   (d)  All of the above

2.  Which of these is NOT a Confucian 
value?

 (a) Respecting elders
   (b)  Happiness
   (c)  Family ties
   (d)  Harmony

3.  …was China’s first Emperor.
 (a)   Gaozu
   (b)  Qin Shi Huang
   (c)  Mao Zedong
   (d)  Xuanzong

4.  Qin Shi Huang was probably… 
 (a)    very strict.
   (b)  kind and helpful.
   (c)  liked by his people.
   (d)  All of the above

5.  Which is the correct time order for 
these dynasties?

 (a)   Tang, Qing, Song
   (b)  Song, Tang, Qing
   (c)  Tang, Song, Qing
   (d)  Qing, Tang, Song

6.  In the 13th century, the 
biggest threat to China was…

 (a)   foreign trade.
   (b)  popular unrest.
   (c)  natural disasters.
   (d)  the Mongols.

7.  After the Opium Wars…
 (a)   China was forced to open 

its trade to foreigners.
   (b)  China invaded Japan.
   (c)   the Boxer Rebellion 

defeated the British.
   (d)   the Qing Dynasty captured 

Tibet.

8.  …was founded in 1949.
 (a)  The Kuomintang
   (b)  The Qing Dynasty
   (c)   The People’s Republic of 

China
   (d)  Confucianism

9.  How do people measure a 
country’s value in Bhutan?

 (a)   GDP
   (b)  Happiness
   (c)  Military power
   (d)  Average income

10.  A superpower is likely to…
 (a)  have a powerful economy.
   (b)   have great influence 

beyond its borders.
   (c)   have a wide network of 

alliances.
   (d)  All of the above

Key1. (d)  2. (b)  3. (b)  4. (a)  5. (c)  6. (d)  7. (a)  8. (c)  9. (b)  10. (d)
Glossary

	 adequate  equal to what is needed; good enough

	 consistently   in a way that does not change

	 decade  a period of ten years

	 decent  of a quality or level that is acceptable

	 determine  to discover the facts or truth about something 

	 empress  the female ruler of an empire

	 GDP  (Gross Domestic Product) the total value of goods and   
  services produced by a country in a year

	 golden age  a period of time when everyone is happy or when a  
  particular art, business, etc. is very successful

	 harmony  the quality of working together peacefully

	 invader  someone who enters a country by force in order to take  
  control of it

	 measure  to evaluate or calculate the level or amount of   
  something

	 mutual  shared by two or more

	 non-aggression  not attacking each other; nonviolent toward one  
  another

	 prosperous  wealthy; successful

	 rebellion  an act of fighting against the government of a country

	 unrest  a state of trouble or wanting better treatment
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