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A Chance to Play

Tweet! The referee blows his whistle to  
stop the game. Rex, the Hawks’ small 
forward and star player, clutches his  
knee in pain.
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“It’s best you sit out the rest of the game,”  
Coach Hakim says. He helps Rex to the bench. 
Then he says to Cody, “You’re going in.”

“Sure, Coach!” Cody replies.
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Some of Cody’s teammates 
grumble.

“We can’t win without Rex,” 
Nick says.

“Cody doesn’t have the skills  
to play Rex’s position,”  
Brent says. 

Cody feels discouraged.  
But Rex reassures him. 

“You’ve got this, Cody,”  
Rex says. 
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“Hawks’ ball,” the referee says.  
He hands the ball to Cody on  
the sidelines. 

Cody sees Brent, the Hawks’ 
point guard, open and  
passes him the ball.  
Brent dribbles down 
the court.  

Cody darts around  
a defender and inside 
the key. He raises his  
hands and shouts, 

“I’m open!” 
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