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Disappearing Ice SheetsIce once covered the most northern and southern

parts of our world, but now it’s disappearing. What
is making the ice melt away and break apart? And
how might this impact the planet? Learn what you

need to know about disappearing ice sheets.

by Ashley Kuehl
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Ancient Ice
More than 30 million years 
ago, glaciers began forming in 
Antarctica. The giant pieces of ice 
grew larger and larger. Over time,  
a sheet of ice stretched out to 
cover millions of miles.

But something has changed. 
Antarctic ice is now disappearing. 
What is happening?
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Glaciers don’t stay in one 
place. They move across land. 
Most parts of Antarctica’s ice 
travel very slowly. 
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Sheets of Ice
Glaciers are big chunks of ice that form 
on land. Some are huge. Large glaciers 
that spread out in all directions are 
called ice sheets. Earth has two ice 
sheets. One covers most of Antarctica. 
Another has formed over much of 
Greenland.

There are a few kinds of 
glaciers. Ice caps are similar 
to ice sheets but smaller. Ice 
shelves are parts of glaciers 
that stick out over the oceans.
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Antarctic ice sheet

Greenland ice sheet
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Ice sheets melt a little bit during warmer 
parts of the year. They refreeze when 
things cool down again. This is part of 
how they grow and spread. But now 
ice sheets are melting more than ever 
before. They are not refreezing as much 
water. The ice is shrinking.

Glaciers hold almost 70 percent 
of Earth’s fresh water. We collect 
some of the water from melting 
glaciers. It is bottled for drinking. 
People also use it to water crops.Fo
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