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Science

A Fall From

Russian Space Station
Crashes in Pacific Ocean

By Martha Pickerill

(MOSCOW, Russia, March 23) Mir
went far. Mir was a Russian space
station. It had been circling the Earth
for 15 years. But it had become old
and worn out. Astronauts were no
longer safe on board the space
station. So scientists decided to let it
fall from orbit. But they did not let it
crash just anywhere. Experts in
Russia controlled Mir’s fall. On
March 22 pieces of the giant
spacecraft splashed into the Pacific
Ocean. No one was harmed.

Living on Mir

Mir was once a big part of the
Russian space program. Astronauts
from the U.S. and many other
countries worked on board Mir. The
Russian crew lived on Mir for a long
time. They set records for staying in
space 437 straight days. Living on
Mir taught scientists how to live on
the International Space Station.

——

This photo shows Mir falling to Earth. It splashed
down in the Pacific Ocean.

Near Disaster

Mir weighed 135 tons. It was the
largest human-made object ever
brought down from space. Experts
said most of the station would burn
up when it hit the Earth’s
atmosphere. But people in Japan were
still nervous. Japan was the last
country Mir would fly over before
crashing. But people in Japan had
nothing to worry about. This crash
was a big success.
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C(omprehension

Connection

1. Read the title and the
sentence under it. What
is this article about?

2. What do you know about
space stations?

3. Read the headings. Ask
questions about them.

During Reading

1. Why did Russia let Mir
fall?

2. What made the Japanese
fearful about Mir?

3. Why did Russia plan the
“landing” of Mir in the
ocean?

After Reading

1. How do you think the
Russian space scientists
felt about Mir crashing?

2. Why does it say the
“crash was a big
success”? Why is this
sentence the last one in
the article?

3. What do you imagine it
was like living on a space
station for 437 days?

skill Focus ’0
ARt %
Finding the Big Idea yr

What ideas are most important in what
you read? You can figure this out. You can
ask yourself these questions:

* What is the big idea here?

» What facts help me believe that the big

idea is true?

Look at the second paragraph of “A Fall
from Space.” What is it about? It is about
how Mir was important to space study. What
facts show this idea? Many astronauts from
around the world worked there. Russian
astronauts lived there a long time. Scientists
learned about how to live in space.

Now you try. Ask the questions for the
third paragraph.

i b, S TR S, G EEMRESER RN i
Hi iy st ST VAT el o et TR

1. Pretend you are a reporter
in Japan. Write a news
story about the crash of Mir
into the Pacific Ocean.

2. Look at the photo. Describe what Mir
looks like. Write about what you think it
would be like to live in it.

3. Learn some cool space facts. Make a
poster to share your facts. Add some
pictures to your poster.

Welcome to Content Area Reading—Level E
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Social Studie:

By Martha Pickertill

David Krause and others raised

money to build this school.

avid Krause is a
scientist, He
searches for

dinosaur fossils. In 1996,
Krause was digging for

dinosaur bones in

Madagascar [.mada
‘geeske]. Madagascar is
an island near the east
coast of Africa. While Krause dug, kids
from the area helped him. They told
Krause where to hunt for fossils.

Krause was happy for their help.
But he wondered why the children
weren'’t in school. Krause found that
the kids had no school. Their village
was too poor to build one. Krause
wanted to pay back the village people
for their kindness. So he and other
Americans hired a teacher for the
village.

Back in the Village

In 1998, Krause came back to the
village. He found that 60 kids, ages 5
to 17, were in school. Krause wanted
to do even more for the village. He
started the Madagascar Ankizy Fund
to raise money. (Ankizy means
children in the local language.) The

fund did a good job. In 1999, it paid for
a new schoolhouse. It also paid for
another teacher. Soon, the village will
have a new well. It will give people
clean water.

More Work to Do

Krause visits schools in the U.S. He
talks about his work in Madagascar
and the village. After hearing him,
many students are raising money.
Krause says

this money ¢

will help fl‘»u‘

“the lives of %}m
kids on the < %ﬂ‘ ,‘7
other side of ADAGASCAR
the planet.”

%ﬁ”
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3 Social Studies
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Before Reading z

1. What do you know about
Madagascar?

2. Look at the map and
picture. Read the
headings. What will this
article be about?

3. What things do poor
children need most?

During Reading

1. Why did David Krause
go to Madagascar?

2. Why did David Krause
help the children in
Madagascar?

3. What does the word
ankizy mean? Why does
the author use it?

After Reading

1. What two good things
have come out of these
dinosaur digs?

2. Read the last sentence of
the article. Why do you
think the author ended
the article that way?

3. What did this article
make you think about?

You have lots of questions. Before you
read, you wonder what you will learn. Look
at the headings and pictures. They tell you
this article will be about helping people in a
| village on the island of Madagascar.

While you read, you ask more questions:
“Why is David Krause in Madagascar? Why
did he help the village?” You look for
answers as you read. One sentence tells why
he was there: “In 1996, Krause was digging
for dinosaur bones in Madagascar.” Another
sentence tells why he helped: “Krause
I wanted to pay back the village people for
their kindness.”

After you read, you have more questions.
A big one is “What is the big idea of this
article?” Here the main idea is this: A
scientist is helping poor village people and
|t—heir kids live better lives.

1. Write a letter to kids in
your community. Explain
why they should give money
to the Madagascar Ankizy
Fund.

2. Pretend you live in Madagascar. You are
going to school for the first time. Write
in your diary. Tell how you feel.
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