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How to Become a Good Writer |

“Writing helps me think and understand better.”

—Kevin Williams, student writer

Write Every Day Write in a journal, write letters, write stories,
take notes, and so on. (Each of these forms is listed in the handbook
index.) As you become better as a writer, you will begin to see how
important it is to write every day.

@ Practice is especially important if English is your
2 second language.

Write About Important Things In a journal, write about your
thoughts and memories. Also write about things you see, hear, or
read. In your notebooks, write about the different subjects you are
studying. (See page 318.) For writing assignments, try to write
about subjects that really interest you.

Write Freely . . . and Write More Carefully In most cases, you
should write as freely as you can in a journal or notebook, with little
concern about making mistakes. The purpose of this type of writing
is to explore your thoughts and feelings about different things that
are important to you.

For writing assignments, however, you should work with more
care. The purpose of this type of writing is to share information
clearly and effectively. Be sure to follow the steps in the writing
process for your assignments. (See the next page.)

Write to Learn Always try your best to learn something new when
you write. For example, when you write in a journal, try to explore
all of your thoughts and feelings about a subject.

And when you are working on a writing assignment, try to make
your writing as interesting and informative as you can make it. If
you approach writing in this way, you will begin to appreciate it as a
powerful learning tool.
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The Steps in the Writing Process

Experienced writers use the writing process to help them'dog
their best work. (Process means “the steps or actions it takes to do’
something.”) The steps in the writing process are described below.

PREWRITING [l At the start of the writing process, a writer
chooses a subject to write about. A subject can be a person, a place,
a thing, an event, a strong feeling, and so on, Next, a writer collects
details about the subject and plans how to use these details in the
writing.

WRITING || A writer then does the actual writing, using the
planning as a general guide. This writing is called the first draft.

REVISING [l After reviewing the writing, a writer will change
any parts that are not clear and complete.

EDITING ] A writer then checks the revised writing for spelling,
punctuation, and grammar errors and prepares a neat final copy for
publication.

PUBLISHING [l This is the final step in the writing process. It
simply means sharing a finished piece of writing. Forms of publish-
ing for student writers include reading the work out loud, posting it
in your class or on-line, submitting it to a school magazine, etc.

Points to Remember . ..

@ A writer may repeat some of the steps of the writing process.
For example, a writer may decide to gather more details about
the subject after doing some of the writing.

® Each writer works a little differently. Some writers do a lot of
their early work (prewriting) in their heads, while others need
to put everything on paper. Some writers find it helps to talk
about their writing in these early stages.

® Even the best writers use the writing process. It takes a lot of
planning, writing, and rewriting to create good stories, essays,
and reports.



The Writing Process in Action |

“Writing and rewriting is a constant search
for what one is trying to say.”
—lohn Updike

These two pages provide a closer look at the writing process.
Use this information as a general writing guide. Remember: The
writing process will help you do your best writing.

PREWRITING Re LRt

- 1. Think of possible subjects to write about.
If you need help, use one of the selecting
activities listed on pages 35-39 in this
handbook. You could also study the list of
writing ideas on page 40.

2. Choose a subject that really interests you, and
make sure that it meets the requirements for
your assignment.

Gathering Details

1. Collect details about your subject using one of
the collecting activities listed on pages 43-48.
If you already know a lot about your subject,
you may not need to do much collecting.

2. You can also collect details by reading or
talking about your subject.

3. Think of an interesting way to write about
your subject.

4. Decide which details you will include in your
writing. Also decide on the best method or way
to organize these details. (See page 50 for help.)
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1. Complete the first copy of yvour writing. Thig
copy is called the first draft. Don't worry
about making mistakes. Just get all of your
ideas on paper.

2. Use vour collecting and planning as a general
guide. Also feel free to add new ideas as you
go along.

3. Keep going until you get all of your ideas on
paper. (Remember that your writing should
have a beginning, a middle, and an ending.)

REVISING

1. BRead the first draft. Ask someone else to read
it, too.

2. Decide which parts need to be revised or
changed. For example, look for parts that
seem confusing or out of order.

3. Improve your writing by rewriting, reordering,
adding, or cutting different parts.

EDITING ge,ldl-8 {18 2{{e]5

1. Check your revised writing for capitalization,
punctuation, spelling, and grammar errors.
(See pages 61-63 for help.)

2. Also ask someone else to check your writing
Pk for errors.

3. Prepare a neat final copy of your writing,
Check it for any additional errors. This last
check is called proofreading.

Share your writing with classmates, friends, and family.



On the next three pages, you can find answers to seven v%
important questions about the writing process, {

1. What should | write about o

Repeat this line: I will write about a subject that really
interests or excites me. Say it again. Let this point be your
guide each time you start a new writing project. Writing about
something that interests you can make all the difference! It's
what writing is all about.

When you can't think of anything to write about, complete
one of the selecting activities listed on pages 35-39.

“I wrote about Selena’s life because it was

interesting, and she was my favorite singer.”
—Lorena Ibaney, student writer

2. Do | have to gather
a lot of details before | write 0

That depends on the type of writing you are doing. If you are
writing about a personal experience (like your first day in a new
school), most of the important facts and details will be very clear
to you. So you may have to do very little collecting.

But let’s say you are writing a classroom report about a
specific medical career (veterinary medicine). You would have to
gather a lot of information before you could begin writing about
this subject.

You can start gathering details by talking to someone about
your suhject. You can also write down what you already know
about it. Then you can go on from there, reading and trying other
collecting activities.






