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First Job

Sheila needed a part-time job. It was the beginning of November,
and her mother had been out of work for two months. They wouldn’t
have any Christmas presents for the younger children unless Sheila

could earn some money.

All her friends wanted jobs too. It was hard. Many adults were
looking for work, and so young people didn’t have much of a chance.

Every day after school Sheila would go for job interviews. She

knew what each person would ask. It was always the same.

“Have you had any experience?” the manager at the drugstore

had asked.
“No, sir, but I'm willing to learn,” Sheila had answered.
« : . »
Sorry, we want someone with experience.

Sheila wondered how she would ever get experience. Nobody

would give her a job. How could a teenager get a start?

But she kept trying. She asked at the variety store. She went to
the bakery and the hamburger stand. But either they did not have any

openings or they wanted someone with experience.

Every morning at school, the students would talk about their
job-hunting. “Any luck?” Sheila asked her friend Ruth.

“No, it’s the same old thing. Experience!” she answered.

Sheila was getting worried. It was the middle of November and

she still did not have a job. Her younger sisters were beginning to get
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excited about Christmas. They had seen the decorations in the stores.
“When is Santa Claus coming?” they would ask every day. Sheila felt
sad when they said that. She thought she would never geta job. There

would never be any presents.

12 One afternoon while walking down a side street, Sheila noticed
a little gift store. A sign in the window said “Village Gift
Shoppe—Mrs. Foster, Owner.” She would try it.

13 Sheila went inside. An older woman was sitting in a chair.
“Hello,” the woman said, “can I help you?”

14 “I hope so,” Sheila answered. “Are you Mrs. Foster?” The woman

nodded. “I'm looking for a job.”

15 “This is just a small shop,” Mrs. Foster answered. “I don’t think I
can afford to hire anyone to help.”
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“Oh, please give me a chance,” Sheila answered. “I see there are
some high shelves. I could dust up there. I could help you a lot, 'm
sure.”

Mrs. Foster looked closely at Sheila. She heard something
besides her words. She knew that the girl really wanted the job.

“Well, my husband is gone now,” Mrs. Foster answered. “Maybe I
could use someone to help out. But I can’t pay much—only the

minimum wage 7

“That’s OK, Mrs. Foster,” Sheila answered. “That will give me a
start. That’s what [ need.”

Sheila enjoyed going to work. She worked two hours after each
school day and all day on Saturday. The shop had a lot of china, and
cach piece had to be dusted frequently. She was very careful,
especially when she had to reach up to a top shelf. Mrs. Foster had
warned her of the value of many of the pieces.

She especially liked dusting the large soup tureen. It was white
with blue flowers all over it. Mrs. Foster told her that it was very old.
Sheila could imagine all the people who had eaten soup from that
bowl. She wondered if they had enjoyed looking at it too.

She also began to help the people who came into the store. She
felt proud when she showed someone a pretty vase or dish. She felt as

if she were showing off her own belongings.

She learned how to write a sales receipt. And how to make
change. Wrapping presents was difficult at first. She had to stuff paper
inside so nothing would break. Then Mrs. Foster taught her how to
make bows for the boxes.

She got paid every Saturday. That was when she really felt happy.
Mrs. Foster let her go to the bank before it closed at noon. The money
was slowly adding up. Soon she would have enough for presents for

her sisters and her mother.
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Sheila knew that she was doing a good job. Sometimes Mrs.
Foster would go home early and leave her alone in the store. She
knew that Mrs. Foster trusted her. She liked that. She felt very
important when she locked up the store at 5:30 PM. It was almost as if
she were the owner.

One Saturday morning Sheila was alone in the store. Mrs. Foster
had had to go to the doctor. Sheila hoped that she wouldn’t be too
busy. She got a little confused if there were too many people in the
store. It was close to Christmas now and business was increasing. Mrs.
Foster had warned her that she must watch people carefully when
they were in the store. Sometimes people had taken things without
paying.

Sheila was trying to hurry with the dusting. She knew that
people would begin to come in soon. Instead of moving the chair she
was standing on so that she could dust the other side of the top shelf,
she tried to reach across. That was a mistake. She began to slip. Her
hand brushed the tureen. She watched it fall to the floor and break

into a million pieces.

Sheila thought that her heart would stop. She was so frightened.
She got a paper bag and began to put the pieces into it. She felt tears
coming to her eyes. Then she began to worry about something else.
Not only was the beautiful soup tureen ruined, but she would have to
pay for it. It was very expensive. It would take most of her savings.
There would be no money left for presents.

In a panic she shoved the bag with the broken pieces in the back
of a cupboard. Then she moved the other items on the shelf over so
that the empty space wouldn’t show.

Soon customers came in and she was busy with sales. She didn’t
have much time to think. Mrs. Foster came in about 11:00 A.M. She
gave Sheila her check. Sheila left to go to the bank. She didn’t say
anything about the soup tureen.
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As Sheila stood in line at the bank, she was wondering what to
do. Perhaps Mrs. Foster wouldn’t notice that the soup tureen was
gone. She was getting a little forgetful. Sheila just couldn’t afford to
pay for it. Her little sisters would be so disappointed. They had
showed her some toys they wanted from Santa Claus. She was going
to buy them next week. Her heart was pounding from thinking about
all these things.

Sheila returned to the shop. She had decided not to tell Mrs.
Foster about the broken tureen. Maybe she could get away with it. No
one would ever know.

“Hello, dear,” Mrs. Foster said. “Did you get your money put
away safely?”

“Yes,” Sheila answered. She wished that Mrs. Foster wouldn’t be
so nice to her.

All afternoon she was nervous. She kept thinking that Mrs.
Foster would notice that the soup tureen was gone. Or that she would

find the bag of broken pieces. Sheila felt tense and jumpy.

Finally Sheila couldn’t stand it any more. Mrs. Foster was
wrapping a present for someone, humming a Christmas carol. She

looked so peaceful and happy. Sheila couldn’t do this to her.

When the customer left, Sheila spoke to Mrs. Foster. “I have
something to tell you. I should have told you before. I broke the
tureen. I'm sorry. [ know I’ll have to pay for it.”

Mrs. Foster smiled. “I'm glad you told me, Sheila. I was waiting
for you to. I noticed that it was gone. | couldn’t believe that you
would hide it from me.”

“I'm sorry,” Sheila answered. “I was so worried about having to
pay for it. I knew that it would take my Christmas money. Do you
think I could pay you a little at a time?”

“Oh, Sheila, I'm sorry you had to worry about all that. You
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should have told me right away. It is insured! The company will pay
for it.”

Sheila brightened. She would have the money for her family’s
presents after all. But then she thought a moment. Even seeing her
sisters’ excitement on Christmas wouldn’t have been worth deceiving
Mrs. Foster.
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A. DISCUSSION

Is it hard for the young people in your area to find part-time jobs? How can
you help yourself get that first job?

What kind of person is Sheila? What actions in the story helped you form your
opinion of her?

Were Sheila’s reasons for doing things good throughout the story? Explain.

Do you think that Sheila was right to have told Mrs. Foster about breaking the
dish? Do you think she should have done so right away? Explain.

Do you think Mrs. Foster was fair to Sheila? Why or why not?

B. READING COMPREHENSION

The word that best describes Sheila is
a. selfish.
b. shy.

C. eager.

Sheila wanted to get a part-time job because she wanted to
a. help her family.

b. buy new clothes for herself.

c. have something to do with her time.

Mrs. Foster probably hired Sheila because she

a. was afraid to be alone in the store.

b. realized how much the job meant to Sheila.

c. hoped Sheila could stop the customers from stealing,
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she

a. thought she would lose her job.

At first Sheila did not tell Mrs. Foster about the broken soup tureen because

b. was afraid her mother would hear about it.

c. was worried about paying for it.

5. When Sheila told Mrs. Foster of the broken soup tureen, the woman

a. fired her.

b. became very angry with her.

C. was understanding and kind toward her.

C. VOCABULARY

Determine whether the word matched with ‘each story word that follows has

the same or opposite meaning,

. earn (par. 1)

. hire (par. 15)

. minimum (par..18)
. frequently (par. 20)
. value (par. 20)

. proud (par. 22)

. increasing (par. 26)

/expensive (par. 28)

O 0 J O U1 A W N =

. tense (par. 35)

—
=)

. deceiving (par. 41)

spend
employ
maximum
often
worth
ashamed
decreasing
cheap
calm

mis]eading
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——... TEXT ANALYSIS

1. ANALYZING CHARACTER

Character traits can be revealed by events, actions, words, thoughts, attitudes,
and feelings. Use the Character map to help you understanding and analyze the
character.

What character says and does? What others think about
character?

Character’s Name:

How character looks and How I feel about character?
feels?




10 Stories of Here gnq Now

2. ANALYZING CONFLICT

There is always a problem or conflict in a story. Shelia has tried every attempt
to reach the goal or resolve the conflict. Use the Conflict map to outline the
problem(s) and reaction(s) that Shelia has.

How is the conflict
resolved?
Describe the
Conflict.
Why does this
conflict occur?
—— WRITING ————

Write another ending to this story. Imagine if Shelia reacted differently to the
accident. Begin after paragraph 35.
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