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Skills at a Glance
Monitor-Reading: 
• Retell what you’ve read

Comprehension:
• Summarize information

Phonics:
• Digraphs ch and sh (chair, shake, touch)

Fluency: 
• Read with appropriate pacing

Content Vocabulary:
• liquid, matter, solid

Grammar, Word Study, and 
Language Development:
• Use “all” and “some”
• Use antonyms (big/small, hard/soft,

heavy/light, hot/cold, smooth/bumpy)

Sentence Patterns:
• You can .   
• Some are .

The Big Idea
This book tells about some of the
characteristics of matter.

For ordering information, call Toll-Free 1-877-236-2465 or 
visit our Web site at www.benchmarkeducation.com.

Early ExplorersTM

B E N C H M A R K E D U C AT I O N CO M PA N Y

629 Fifth Avenue • Pelham, NY 10803

Credits: 
Editors: Vicki Rushworth and David Haggerty
Creative Director: Jonette Jakobson
Photo Editor: Lynne Shulhafer

Copyright © 2007 Benchmark Education Company, LLC. All rights reserved. No part 
of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage or
retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher. Printed in Canada.

ISBN: 978-1-4108-8128-1

Level 11 G Word Count: 175*

What  is  matter?

* Numerals, vocabulary words on pages 2 and 3, and words in 
photo captions, labels, diagrams, and charts are not included 
in the word count for this book.
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I  need  to  know  these  words.

2

chair

feather

liquid
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matter

plum

solid
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You  can  pick  apples  from  

a  tree.  You  can  hold  apples.  

You  can  taste  apples!  The  apples  

are  matter.

� All  things  are  matter.
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Some  matter  has  color.

Some  apples  are  red.  

Some  apples  are  green.  

Some  apples  are  yellow.  

� All  apples  are  matter.
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� The  button  is  matter.  The  chair  is  matter,  too.

Some  matter  has  size.  This  chair  

is  big.  This  button  is  small.  
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Some  matter  is  heavy.  A  car  

is  heavy.  Some  matter  is  light.  

A  balloon  is  light.  A  feather  is  light.

� Some  matter  is  heavy.

Some  matter  is  light. 

�
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You  can  touch  matter.  A  rock  

is  hard.  A  towel  is  soft.    

� This  rock  is  matter.  This  towel  is  matter.  
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A  plum  has  smooth  skin.  

An  orange  has  bumpy  skin.  

These  types  of  fruit  are  matter.

� Each  fruit  feels  different.
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