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Skills at a Glance
Monitor-Reading: 
• Visualize

Comprehension:
• Compare and contrast

Phonics:
• Variant vowel /ar/ (farm, farmers)

Fluency: 
• Read with appropriate pacing

Content Vocabulary:
• community, farm, ranch, rural, village

Grammar, Word Study, and 
Language Development:
• Use base words (farm/farmers,

ranch/ranchers)
• Use “are” and “is”

Sentence Patterns:
• ride .   
• eat .

The Big Idea
This book compares rural communities
in Argentina and in Thailand.

For ordering information, call Toll-Free 1-877-236-2465 or 
visit our Web site at www.benchmarkeducation.com.
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What  is  a  rural  community?

* Numerals, vocabulary words on pages 2 and 3, and words in 
photo captions, labels, diagrams, and charts are not included 
in the word count for this book.
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I  need  to  know  these  words.

farmer

house

meat
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motorbike

ranch

village

74627_BK.qxd  2/16/07  10:46 AM  Page 3

Early Explorers_1-23    07/09/07    3    Front    08:06:33    CyanEarly Explorers_1-23    07/09/07    3    Front    08:06:33    MagentaEarly Explorers_1-23    07/09/07    3    Front    08:06:33    YellowEarly Explorers_1-23    07/09/07    3    Front    08:06:33    Black  9781410874627         

For teachers' 

inspection ONLY



What  Is  a  Rural  Community?

Have  you  seen  a  farm?  You  see  farms
in  rural  communities.  A  rural  community
is  outside  a  town  or  city.

� This  boy  lives  in  Argentina.  This  farm  is  
in  Argentina.  
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What  Is  a  Rural  Community?
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A  village  is  a  group  of  houses.  You
can  see  villages  in  rural  communities.

� These  children  live  in  Thailand.  This  village  is
in  Thailand.
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Argentina  is  a  country  in  South  America.
Argentina  has  rural  communities.
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Argentina
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Thailand  is  a  country  in  Asia.  
Thailand  has  rural  communities,  too.
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Thailand
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What  Work  Do  People  Do?

Some  people  in  Thailand  are  farmers.
Some  farmers  grow  rice.
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What  Work  Do  People  Do?

� This  farmer  grows  rice  in  fields.
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Some  people  in  Argentina  are  ranchers.
Some  ranchers  raise  animals.  

� These  ranchers  ride  horses.
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