
by Shaunda Wenger



Early Explorers™
B e n c h m a r k  E d u c a t i o n  C o m p a n y
629 Fifth Avenue • Pelham, NY 10803

Credits: 
Editor: Vicki Rushworth 
Creative Director: Jonette Jakobson 
Art Director: Glenn Davis  
Photo Director: Lynn Shen 

Copyright © 2007 Benchmark Education Company, LLC. All 
rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information 
storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing from 
the publisher. Printed in Canada.

ISBN: 978-1-4108-6116-0

Level    14    H� Word Count: 229*  

The Big Idea
Ann and Jim are selling muffins. 
Use subtraction to find out how 
many they sell. 

How  can  you  subtract?

For ordering information, call Toll-Free 1-877-236-2465 or 
visit our Web site at www.benchmarkeducation.com.
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Skills at a Glance

Monitor-Reading  
• Stop, think, and write

Comprehension  
• �Identify sequence of events

Phonics  
• �Diphthong /ou/ (Downing, how, now)

Word Study  
• Context clues

Fluency  
• �Read with appropriate pauses

Content Vocabulary 
• �sell, number, total

* ��Numerals, vocabulary words on pages 2 and 3, 
   and words in photo captions, labels, diagrams, 
   and charts are not included in the word count 
   for this book.
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I  need  to  know  these  words.

money

bake  sale

buy
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turtle

subtract

muffins

�
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Bake 

Sale
Muffins $1.00

�

Why  Are  the  Kids                  
Having  a  Bake  Sale?
The  bake  sale  is  today.  Jim  and  Ann  
want  to  raise  money  to  buy  a  turtle.  Jim  
and  Ann  want  to  sell  50  muffins.

s�  Jim  and  Ann  are  ready!
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Jim  and  Ann  need  to  care  for   
the  turtle.  They  will  buy  a  tank,  food,   
and  other  things.  They  need  $50.   
Jim  and  Ann  are  ready  to  sell  muffins!
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How  Many  Muffins  Are  Left?
“I  will  subtract  every  time            
someone  buys  muffins.  Then  
I  will  know  how  many  muffins  
are  left,”  says  Jim.

“Good  idea!  I  hope  we  sell  all   
the  muffins,”  says  Ann.

s�  Jim  and  Ann  want  to  sell  50  muffins.
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Ann  sells  13  muffins.  Jim  subtracts  
to  find  how  many  muffins  are  left.

s�  Now,  37  muffins  are  left.

	 50
–	 13
	  37

4 10
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Steve  and  Sam  come  to  the  table.  Steve  
and  Sam  are  Jim’s  friends.  “We  will  sell  
the  muffins  to  our  friends,”  says  Steve.
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They  buy  10  muffins.  How   
many  muffins  are  left?

“This  muffin  looks  good,”  says  Sam.

  37
–	 10
	 27

s�  Jim  subtracts  the  numbers  again.
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