


The Big Idea
A tropical rain forest is a home for h

many of Earth’s plants and animals. iropical rain fo st?
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What Is a Tropical
Rain Forest?

A tropical rain forest is a habitat.
This habitat is near the equator.
A tropical rain forest is very warm
and very wet.

A tropical rain forest has many
different types of animals. A rain forest
has different types of plants, too.

A A tropical rain forest can get 400 inches
(1,000 centimeters) of rain each year.



A tropical rain forest has four layers,

or parts. The first layer is the forest floor.
The forest floor is dark.

The second layer is the understory.
The understory has some sunlight.

Most treetops are in the third layer,
the canopy. The canopy has more sunlight
than the understory.

The tallest treetops are in the fourth layer,
the emergent layer.
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What Animals Live in a
Tropical Rain Forest?

Many animals live in a tropical rain

forest. Different animals live in each layer.
Some insects have nests on the forest floor.

Some animals eat plants from the forest floor.
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Some animals move between the forest. floor
and the understory. Other animals live “mostly
in the understory.

< A red-eyed tree frog edts
insects in the understory.

A Jaguars rest or hide in the understory.





