. A\
G\\h: s‘,.uﬁA »M '
W

§(
™ N SN

BT}

iy N
;_f,;,;,.,,f



This book focuses on the changes
that are part of the water cycle, the
location of Earth's water, and the
ways in which the water cycle
creates weather.

Think about how Earth’s water
moves and changes form.

For ordering information, call Toll-Free 1-877-236-2465 or
visit our Web site at www.benchmarkeducation.com.
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What Is the Water Cycle?

The water cycle is a pattern in nature. The
water cycle is happening all the time. Earth
has huge amounts of water. This water is

always moving.

The water cycle moves Earth’s water to different

places. Water changes form as it moves.

Did You Know?
Water is matter.
Matter has three
forms:

o liquid

e solid

e gas

A the water cycle

One part of the water cycle is evapeoration.
Evaporation happens when the sun warims
liquid water. Then the water changes forni.
The liquid water becomes gas. This gas is

water vapor.
We cannot see water vapor. We can feel

water vapor on some hot days. Air feels damp
because it holds large amounts of water vapor.

A evaporation



The next part of the water cycle
is condensation. The water vapor rises
into higher, cooler air. The cooler air

cannot hold large amounts of water vapor.

Some of the water vapor becomes liquid
again. Then clouds form.

precipitation

The clouds become heavy with watet,, Clouds
cannot hold all the water. The water becomes
precipitation. Precipitation is the next part’ of
the water cycle.

Precipitation is water that falls from clouds.
The water falls to the ground. The water can
fall in different forms.

condensation

A condensation



Then some precipitation seeps, or goes
slowly, into the ground. This water becomes
groundwater. The groundwater flows between
soil and rocks. Some groundwater collects
deep under the ground.

Some precipitation stays on the ground.
This water is surface water. Surface water
flows into streams and rivers. Next, streams
and rivers flow into lakes and oceans. Then

evaporation happens to this water again.

Frozen precipitation is ice. Ice is anothér form

of water. Ice is a solid.

Earth has ice in cold places. The sun warms

some of the ice. The heat from the sun causes
this ice to melt. The ice becomes liquid water.
Some water seeps into the ground and becomes
groundwater. Some water flows into rivers, lakes,

and oceans.





