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Meet the Characters

il

Sultan Khaled-e-Omar

A sultan whose letters get
him into trouble.

Ajmal the Scribe
The official letter-writer.

Sultan Ahmed Anwar
A neighbounng sultan

Princess Dahlia
Sultan Ahmed Anwar's
grumpy wife.

A Scary Scorpion

A terrible fate awaiting
ex-official letter-writers.

Dear Reader

are written. | hopeyou

Here's a story all about what
enjoyy this one!

can go wrong if you mean

to write one thing, but end | et

up writing something with a uentin Fly
{ferer ' | Author

completely different meaning.

| do it all the time — but

that's how the best stories
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Sultan Khaled-e-Omar’s palace

Sultan Ahmed Anwar and Princess Dahlias palace




1 Prologue

A jmal leapt out of bed, and
gulped down some figs and
bread for his breakfast. It was going to
be a great day.

.....

Today, Thursday 29 May 1542, was his
first day as Official Letter-Writer for the
Grand Sultan Khaled-e-Omar.

In Arabia, very few people knew how

to write. It took years to learn how to
make beautiful curving letters and
words. It took years of practise to hold
your tongue in just the right way!
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When Ajmal had left Official Letter-
Writing School in April, he had earned
top marks.

Even so, Ajmal was nervous.

He combed his hair, then gazed into
the mirror.

“T'am a good letter-writer,” Ajmal told
himself. “My letters will help to build the
sultan’s fortunes!”

Ajmal dressed and jumped on
his donkey. There was a lot of traffic,
but luckily, he found a donkey parking
space right outside the sultan’s palace.

?F:'-P*' G .:.'_'I;""h J
l:l%;"i’-j} . -‘IIJ L ﬁ

*

I nside the palace, Ajmal was
shown to his Official Letter-

Writing Desk. He checked his pens
and his inkwell of royal purple ink.
He unrolled his parchment. Then he
twiddled his thumbs.

Suddenly, a crowd of courtiers swept
past. At the head of the crowd was the
grand sultan himself.





