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Colour My World
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For most of us, the world we see every day is made up of colours and light.

-~ Yellow flowers, blue sky and red apples seem normal to our eyes.




Colours affect our moods and feelings and the decisions we make.

So, what if the colours were different? Would you notice if your apple were

blue or the sky turned green? What makes colour anyway?
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Sunlight is around us every day. We don’t notice it because it seems invisible.
It’s hard to believe, then, that hidden inside every ray of sunlight is a rainbow

of colours.

The first person to discover this was the English scientist Sir Isaac Newton.
Newton was born in 1642 and died in 1727. When he was twenty-five years
old, he started experimenting with beams of sunlight coming in through

his windows.

Did You Know?

' As a young man Newton made three of the most important
discoveries in the history of science — and all within eighteen
months. Along with his discoveries of light and colour,
Newton created the theory of gravity and invented a new

~ type of mathematics, called calculus.
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The colours af the Spectrum

Spectrum is the name given to the band of colours that make up white light.
The colours of the spectrum are red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo

and violet.

This is how Newton’s
experiment works.

White light shines through a

prism, and is splintered into

the colours of the spectrum.






