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The Lare of the
Mountain

George Mél»ilory, mountaineer, ahs@éi‘in’g the question
‘Why do you w_mt climb Mount Everest?’, 1921.



Mount Everest, in the Himalaya, is the
tallest mountain on Earth. People are
drawn to it for all sorts of reasons

and with all sorts of results.
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The . .
60 Mtllwn J/ear-‘ld
' Challenge

“The wind is the appalling enemy.
It is mind-destroying, physically
destroying and soul-destroying.’

Chris Bonnington, Everest mountaineer, 1975.




/ The Himalayan Stretch

The Himalayan mountain range is
V . 2,400 kilometres long. It is the
y ‘youngest’ mountain range on Earth.

If you stood on Mount Everest, you would be standing
on the highest point of land on earth. If jJumbo jets were to fly over
the summit at their normal altitude, a climber at the top could wave to

passengers through the windows.

The Himalayan mountain range, which Mount Everest is part of, has
most of the tallest mountain peaks in the world. Mount Everest, measured

in 1999 using global-positioning satellites, is 8,849 metres above sea level.

, Mount Everest was formed about sixty million years ago. As the Earth’s
continents drifted apart, the land mass that is now India collided with the
greater land mass that is now Asia. When the two lands met, the impact
forced part of the land downwards and the rest upwards, forming the
mountain range of the Himalaya. The Himalayas took millions of years to

form. Scientists tell us that, even today, the mountain range is still shifting.
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the Mountmﬂ

"The G_oddess of the Sky is
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Mount Everest has always been important to local cultures. Tucked away on |
1the border of Nepal and leet Mount Everest is known to the Nepalese as
o, N Ch 1mo|ungma (cho-mo- /oongma) whlch means ‘mother goddess of the
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