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The Mysterfous
Northwest Pdssage

Since the end of the 15th century, famous explorers and navigatofs*had beef
looking for a short cut in the sailing route from Europe in the Atlantic
Ocean, through the Arctic Circle to the Pacific Ocean on the other'side of

America. They called this undiscovered route the Northwest Passage.

Ships had to sail 23,600 kilometres from Europe to Asia, travelling
around the Horn of Africa. By cutting through the Arctic, the new route

would save them nearly 12,000 kilometres.
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The‘dangerous waters between northern
Canada and . the Arctic” were filled with
icebergs and¢recky, coastlimes. Sir Francis

Drake and James G60k were(two explorers

Arctic Cirele "

North ol who had tried and@fdiled towfind the
Northwest Passage. And jat IeastL one
other voyage ended in tragedyi=in 1583,‘

Sir Humphrey Gilbert drowned whileftrying

to find the Passage.

A ‘bird’s eye’ view of _ <
the Arctic Circle. ;’

If they could find the Northwest Passage,

ships could sail in the opposite direction

from the usual route - through
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Eastern Europe to Asia. /ELB{OPE —— e

PACIFIC ©
QCEAN

ATLANTIC OCEAN




Franklin
¢ Explorer ..
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The graves of the Arctic explorers.

It was August 1984. A group of researchers was standing on a freezing, icy
plateau on the edge of the Arctic Circle. ‘They were tired after digging
through the rock-hard ice. Finally, they were about to reach what they
were looking for — the bodies of some young English sailors who had died
long ago.

The researchers gasped as young John Torrington’s face was finally
revealed. He looked as if he had only just died. Yet he, and the other two
young men carefully buried next to him, had been dead for more than 150
years. They had died in the cold, unforgiving Arctic that they had tried to
explore. And their bodies had lain forgotten, preserved by Arctic ice, until

modern scientists began to look again for the answers to an old mystery.

In 1845, John Torrington was part of the crew on the Franklin
expedition, looking for a way through the dangerous icy seas above

Canada. The ships and the men simply vanished. Why?

Could these silent bodies reveal the mystery of how they had died?



Back in the 1840s, Sir John Franklin knéw'the dangersyof the Arctic: he had
spent time exploring it as a young man, andthad,already’escaped death there
once. In 1821, he had travelled on a ship thatihad run ougrof food. Along
with others, he had survived by eating shoe leathér@nd slimygfighen scraped

from rocks until he was rescued.

Sir John Franklin

But Franklin wanted to go back. He was sure that the Northwest Passage
really did exist, and he was confident that he had the experience and the

skills to find it.

Franklin was delighted when the British government chose him to lead

the expedition, which left England in a blaze of publicity in May 1845.



The Franklin expedition was the bést™equippedgArctic expedition ever.
The two ships which made up the expedition were called” Erebus and Terror,
and they used the latest technology availabledin.the, 1840s{ The bows of the
ships were plated with steel to resist the crushing“igeand eachiship had a
machine to change seawater to fresh water. Each shipgalso had.ar_entire

locomotive engine which would help move the ships throughsbroken®ice;

The two ships were well prepared to look after their crewsfduring the
long months that they would be surrounded by ice. There were lUxudties for
the men on board, including libraries of over a thousand books, and“cldsses
for crew who had.not spent much time at school. There were theatrical
costumes, an organ and a camera, which had just been invented. The men
had wolf-skin blankets, and they were given 200 empty cylinders so that they
could write messages and throw them overboard. Lady Franklin gave the

officers a pet monkey, and the crew was given a dog called Jacko.
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