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Information Report

Dams and Reservoirs

Dams are built to hold large amounts of water for people
to use. They are built at places where people want to store

water, such as at lakes or reservoirs.
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Water from rivers and streams flows into a reservoit’and®is

held in the reservoir by a dam wall.

Some dam walls are made of timber or earth and rocks:

Some dam walls are made of concrete.




Dam walls are very strong and wide. The wall of the Three Gorges Dam in China is veéry stfong

People can walk along the top of some dam walls and and wide.

sometimes people can drive cars and trucks along the top of

dam walls, too.
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Dams have spillways. Water flows out of the spillways and At the Three Gorges Dam, millions of litres of water flow

goes into rivers and streams at the bottom of the dam walls. out of the spillway when the reservoir behind it is full.

Ve





