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Explanation

How a Map is Made

A map is a drawing of the surface of the Earth or some other
body in space, such as the Moon. A map can show a small area or

a large area. Different types of maps show different features.
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an atlas map

ographic map shows how high or low the land is.



a map showing the location of the Sydney Opera House, Australia

Most maps are flat and show a bird’s-eye view of an area. This
means they show only the length and width of the features on the
map and not their height.

Many maps help people find places and plan trips.




Map making is called cartography. People who make maps are

called cartographers.

a cartographer at work
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First, a cartographer gets information about the area that is to be

mapped. Sometimes the information already exists in other forms,

such as other maps. New information can come from surveying the
land, and from machines such as cameras on board satellites and

aeroplanes.

a satellite map of New York City, USA




Then the cartographer plans the map. Decisions are made about
the design of the map, including which symbols, colours, words,
lines and grids to use. A key, or legend, is included on the map to

explain what these design elements mean.

Key

Motorway
Main Road
Other Road
Cable Car
Ferry
Railway
Metro Station
Place of Interest
Car Park
Information
Hospital
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The cartographer must also decide on the map’s scale. An area on

a map 1s always shown much smaller than it really is. However,

the features must be the correct size and the correct distance apart

when compared to each other. This is called drawing to scale. The

scale is shown on the map.






