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Information Report

The Planets

There are eight planets in the Solar System. Each planet is large
enough that its own gravity pulls it into a round shape. Each planet

orbits the Sun in a path it has cleared of other space objects.
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distance of planets from the Sun in millions of kilometres



The Sun is a star and it gives the planets light and heat energy. The

planets and the Sun are part of the Milky Way Galaxy.
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The four inner planets, Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars, are closest to

the Sun. These planets are small and are made up mostly of rock.

Mercury is the smallest planet in the

Solar System. It orbits the Sun more

quickly than. the other planets. It is

extremely  hot during the day, almost

airless and is covered in huge craters.
craters

Venus is the brightest

natural object in the sky,
after the Sun and the

Moon. It is similar in size

to Earth.



Earth is the only planet
known to contain life.
Water covers 71 per cent of

Earth’s surface.

Mars is known as the

‘red planet’ because its

surface is covered in

rust-coloured dust.




The four outer planets, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune, are giant

planets made up mainly of gases. They are known as the ‘gas giants’.

Jupiter is the largest planet in
the Solar System. It is made
up of gas and liquid but
scientists believe that it may

have a solid core.

Saturn is surrounded by many rings that
are made up of ice and rock. Saturn
also has more than 50

moons.




Uranus has many rings and
moons, too. Uranus looks
blue-green in_ colour and it
rotates on its side. Many
scientists think that a collision
with an Earth-sized space object
may have knocked Uranus on its

side soon after it was formed.

Neptune is the planet furthest from the
Sun and has the fastest winds in the

Solar System. Neptune cannot be seen

from Earth without a telescope.






