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Narrative

The Tune of the Tulips

“Ready to disembark, Jack?” Caitlin asked through her communicator.
“Ready,” lack replied.

It was the year 2097. The airlock door of the spaceship closed swiftly behind
the explorers as they stepped outside. At that moment, they got their first

real look at the newly discovered planet Mystique.



“There’s absolutely no sign of Marc,” Caitlin groaned, scanning the landscape
for their missing crew member, who had failed to return from a solo

mission.

“Let’s start searching here,” Jack said, indicating a field of strange plants.
Some were taill with blue tulip-like heads; others were much shorter with

grasping purple tendrils.



As Caitlin and Jack forced their way through the dense growth, they found
themselves in an unusual situation. The tulip plants swayed and moved in

an eerie manner and the grasping tendrils of the purple plants unfurled

and tried to grab them.

'



Suddenly Caitlin and Jack heard a high-pitched tune coming from the tulip
plants. As the plants hummed, their large blue petals opened, revealing

clusters of red fruit.

“Look,” whispered Caitlin, as a flock of small unusual birds appeared

overhead.



Drawn in by the tulips’ song, the birds flew down to feast on the fruit. Just
as they landed, one of the purple plants shot out a long tendril. The tulips
screamed a warning, but it was too late. The tendril wrapped around one of

the little birds and pulled it towards the purple plant’s gaping mouth.



“Squaaaark!” screeched the little bird, looking pleadingly at Caitlin and Jack.

At once they rushed over and managed to free it.
Recovering quickly, the bird circled Caitlin and Jack, calling to them.

“1 think it wants us to follow it,” exclaimed Caitlin.





