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Stringed Instruments in an Orchestra

There are four types of stringed instruments that make
up the string section in an orchestra. They are the violin,
the viola, the cello and the double bass.



Each of these instruments has four tuned strings and a
hollow body made of wood. Sound vibrates inside the body
of the instrument when the bow is drawn across the strings.



The strings on the instrument are made of nylon, steel or gut,
and extend along the body and neck. They are secured to small
pegs that are individually tightened or loosened to tune each
string. The handle of the bow is made of wood, and the strings are
real horsehair.
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The viola is very similar in appearance to the violin, except that it is
larger and therefore produces a deeper sound. It is also played with

a bow, in a similar way to the violin.



Next in increasing size is the cello. Because of its larger size, the
cellist sits on a chair and straddles the instrument while its base
rests on the floor. Again, the bow is drawn across the strings to

produce notes of varying pitch.





